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CONFIDENTIAL

HEADQUARTERS
3D SQUATRON 17TH AIR CAVAIRY
QUARTER ENDING
31 Jul 69

AVGC-B

SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons lLearned of 3d Squadron, 17th Air
Cavalry for Period Ending 31 July 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)
(UTC-WAAMAA)

SEE DISTRIBUTION

SECTION 1
Significant Activities

14 (U) INTRODUCTION:

a. MISSION: The squadron's basic mission has been that of providing
reconnaissenoe, surveillance, security, and eoonomy of foroe.

b, ORGANIZATION: The squadron is organized under TOE 17-95T dated
June 1965 and USARPAC General Order 401 dated August 1968, In addition, RL/RD
tecams are attached (1 per air cavalry troop) by 12th Aviation Group General
Order 55 dated July 1968 and General Order 60 dated August 1968, The current
organization structure and unit looations are listed in inclosure 1 and 2.

2. (FOUO) PERSONNEL:

ne PERSONNEL CHANGES: Following is the commond group and principle
staff 2s of 31 July 1969, with the changes during the perilods

HEADQUARTERS 3D SQUADRON 17TH AIR CAVAIRY

LTC JOHN B, FITCH co No Chenge
MAJ DURNEIT R. SANDERS II  XO Replacod MAJ Robert H. Haley 13ms9
MAT ARTHTR §. DERVAES IIT  S3 Ruplnoed MAJ Joseph L. Kulmayer 107ul69
1LT DONALD V. HACKETT 81 No Change
CPT HAROID L. HILTZ 82 No Change

FPOR oT vT

93137

Inclosure DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;

DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
DOD DIR 5200.10
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AVGC-D CONFIDENTIAL

SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Lecamed of 3d Squadron, 17th Air
Covalry for Period Bding 31 July 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)
(UTC-WAAMAA )

CPT LESTER R. DBELL 54 Replooed 11T Lawrenoe J. Diposquale  15JunbS
Replaced CPT Stanley No Gehler 1JunbS

CPT SCHUYLER N, CUNNIFF HHT CO No Change

CPT JAMES P. SKELTON JR. MAINT OFF No Change

MAJ BAROLD L. SMITH A Trp CO Replaoed M\J Burnett R. Sanders II 31May6S
MAJ WILLARD D. CONKLIN B Trp CO No Change
MAJ BILLY J. SLUSHER C Trp CO No Change

CPT VIILIAM C. WHITE JR, D Trp CO No Change

b, UNIT STRENGTHS AS OF 31 JULY 1969: The squadron is authoriged 85
Officers, 103 Warrant Officers, and 848 enlisted men. Assigned strength at
the cnd of the reporting period was 120 Officers, 80 Warrant Officers, and
809 cnlisted men (See Inclosure 3).

0. INFUSION: During the reporting period 20 cnlisted men wero ex-
changed for 21 onlisted men from other aviation wnits in furtherance of the
infusion program to reduwoc rotationnl peakse There were no offiocrs or worrant
officers cxchanged during this period.

d. AWARDS AND DECORATIONSs Onc thousend two hundred ond twenty-four
awards were recommeinded within the squadron during the reporting period.
Onc thousand and seventy-one were approved, 21 werc downgroaded and 750 are
gtill pending (Sce Inclosurc 4).

c. FRIENDLY LOSSES: TFricndly losscs for the period were nine KIA
and 25 WIA. No persomncl were MIA (Sce Inclosure 5).

e (C) INTELLIGENCE: The squadron conduoted cxtensive aerial rcconnais-
sonce ond surveillanoce missions, providing its verious control hcadquarters
with voluable ond timely informntion concerning the cnemy. The Squndron's
cfforts verc concentrated in Tay Ninh, Binh Duong, Hau Nghia, Gia Dinh, long
An, ond Dinh Tuong Provinces amd, to o limited extent, in Bioen Hon, Go Cong,
Kien lloa, Kicn Phoung and Long Khenh Provineces. Attention centered on known
and suspected cneny basc camp crcas and lines of communicationse. The intel-
ligence gathered provided the basis for ground operations, tactical and stm-
togic air strikes, and ~rtillery strikes.

oo TERRAIN: The relief in the squadron aroa of operations ranged from
flat delta in the south and os far north as Tay Ninh to gontly rolling hills
in Bicn Hoo ond Long Khanh Provinces, Droinnge is provided by tho Saigon,

Ihe Be, Dong Nai, Vam Co Dong, Vam Co Tey, and Mokong Rivers and their
tributarics. Vegetation consists of extenalve rioe erops in tho delta roglons,
extenoive rubber plantations in parts of Tay Ninh, Binh Duong, and Long Khanh
Previnees, o oxtensive brocdleafed overgreen forests clscwhoro.

(1) Obscrvotion amd Ficlds of Firo: Observation nnd fiolds of firo
rengeod from oxtromely limited in the forcoted arcns of Tay Minh, Binh Duong,
cnd Long Khonh Provincos to oxecllent in the delts arons.

Incl 2
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SUBJECT: Oporationn] Report-Lossons Learncd of 3d Squndron, 17th Adr
Cavelry for Pariod Ending 31 July 1969. RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)
(UIC-WALMAA)

(2) Obstooloss Noither natwrrl nor artifioinl obstroles in the TAOR
hod any offoot on squedron operations,

(3) Cover and Concealmmts The onemy has 1imited naturnl oovor, however,
he is on oxpert ot building tunnol and bunker oomplexes which provide him cxe
ccllont protootion agninst diroect and indircot firo ns woll as cir strikos.

The cnemy has cxocllont ooncealment in junglo cnd plantntion areas as well as
among nipa pelm and pincapplo troes which froquently lino rivers end cannls
in the delta arcns. He also mrkos use of darkness and camoufloge to conceal
his movoment or prescnoe in an aren,

(4) Kcy Terrain: Highways 1, 4, 15, and 20, and the Dong Noi, Saigon,
Vem Co Dong, Vam Co Tay, ond Mckong Rivers togother with thoir manjor tribu-
toeries are considered key terrain., The highwrys are solectod becauso of their
importance as linos of communioations, not only for military traffic but for
civilion traffio ao well, The major rivers clso serve os important linos of
commnication and enablo allied faroes to ship large quantities of materials.
For the same rcason, these rivers form important lines of commmicetion for

the cnomy.

(5) Avenues of Approach: Tho following VC/NVA avenues of approach into
the squadron aren of operations are considered .significant:

(2) Parrots Beck (X8 310920), and tho Vam Co Tay River,

(v) Parrots Bock (XS 310920), Bo Bo Connl, Pinocpple Flentation
(Xs 580900), and Sadgom.

(¢) Ba Thu (XT 270030), My Thang Dong (XT 440020), Ton Nhut (XS 700630),
and Saigon,

(d) Angel's Wing (XT 310130), An Ninh (XT 400130), Hau Nghio Swomp,
and S(‘.igOIh

(e) &ngol's Wing/Bn Thu, Vom Co Dong River, Pincapple Plentation, and
S:\igon.

(£) Fishhook (XT 580900), Micholin Plantation, Boi Ioi Woods, Saigon
River, Binh My (XT 530180), ord Saigon.

be WEATHER: During the reporting period the squadron oarea of operatiom
wra under the influence of the southeast monsoon, During May tho weathor wos
generally axoellent. Begiming in the latter part of June, the wet season set
in with heavy ghowers and thundarstorms usunlly occurring in the afternoons
ond ovonings. This oondition preveriled on through July. Friendly operations
were hampered to o ocertrin cxtent by low ceilings, periodio showers amd
thundorstorms, Tomperaturcs during the pariod ronged from minimms of 71 to
78 dcgrees to normnl mnximms of 80 to 96 degrees, although moximms in the
low 100's wero not infroquant,

3
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SUBJECT: Oporntionnl Roportelessons lecrned of 3d Squndrom, 17th Adr
Cavalry for Period Ending 31 July 19%69. RCS CSFOR~65 (R1)
(WCWAAMAA )

4. (C) OPERATIONS: The 3/17 Cav area of operations was primerily in the
central, southern, western ond eastern nreas of III Corps Taotical Zone (See
Inclosure 6)s The squadron, with its trocps OPCON and/or in direct support

of sevorcl different units during the reporting period, conducted rcconnaisstnoe,
scourity, surveillanco and coonomy of foroe oporations throughout the major
portion of the III Corps Tuctical Zone. The general arca of operation of tho
squadron clomonts extonded from tho Cambodian border on tho west and northwest,
the III Corps boundary and Wor Zono D on the enst and the Song Hou Giang River
on the south. This poriod wos charaotorized by numerous rmission changes. A
Troop provided support to the Capital Military Assistance Command (QMAC); Bien
Hoa Trctical Areca Commend (BHTAC); and the Royrl Thailand Army Veluntoor Forvo
(RTAVF)e B Troop reminad dircct support 3rd Brigade, 9th Infantry Divislon.

C Troop provided support to the 25th Infantry Division; ist Infentry Diviedon;
18th ARVN Division; BHTAC; Task Foroe Doyle (Xunn Loc aron)j and the 199th Light
Infentry Brigndo. D Troop remained OPCON to BHTAC during the reporting peried
for use in the defcnse of Bion Hoa ns well as a ready rocotion force fer the

II Ficld Foroe long range potrols.

ae BIGNIFICANT OPERATIONSS

(1) on 1 Moy 69, A/3/17 (~) continued to provido dircct support to CMAC,
with two hunter-killer tooms in dircet support to BATAC. B/3/17 continuocd
direct support te tho 9th Inf Dive C/3/17 oontinucd direct support 25th Inf
Dive

(2) On 2 M~y 69, A/3/17 eloments engoged one VC resulting in one KBA
ot xg 874848, C/3/17 huntor-killer teams were aredited with four VC KBA at
XS 165424,

(3) On 8 Moy 69, A/3/17 cero rifles ongrged several VC at YT 445305
resulting in one VC KIA and three possidle KIA. B/3/17 elements were oredited
with one VC KBA at XS 662578. Elemonts also accounted for two additional KBA
at XS 685528,

(4) On 10 Moy 69, A/3/17 hunter-killer tecms were credited with four
VC KBA amd twenty bunkers destroyed at YT 054563. C/3/17 ongoged several VC
at XT 154467 rosulting in three VC KBA.

(5) On 11 May 69, A/3/17 (=) was relonsed dircot support CMAC, and plooed
dircot support BHTAC with one FRirefly team dircot support CMAC. Alpha Troop
detained four eligible males at Y5 082945, 3B/3/17 hunter-killer tocms were
areditod with two VC KBA ot XS 339761, C/3/17 wns roloased direct support
25th Division and placed direct support Senior Advisor, 18th ARVN Div, Elaments
engeged o suspeoted enemy bnse camp at YT 490410 resulting in 10 VC KB,

(6) On 12 Mny €9, B/3/17 mode oontect with the cnemy, destroyed o 430

calibor mchine gwn, and ware oroditod with scven VC KBA at X8 49070¢. C/3/17

elemonts cngnged soveral VC at XT 499152 resulting in 10 KBAs Further sigmife
icant rosults wore 11 KBA ot YT 499191,

4
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SUBJECT: Operctionnl Roportelessons Lenrned of 3@ Squadron, 17th Adr
Covelry for Period Ending 31 July 1969, RCS CSFR-65 (R1)
( UIC-WAAMAA)

(7) On 13 My 69, B/3/17 wos oredited with two VC KBA at X5 490706, cnd
threo KBA ot X8 490710,

(8) On 15 My 69, 4/3/17 angrged soveral VC at YB 083963 rosulting in
two VC KBA. B/3/17 roro riflcs performed c awocp in the vioinity of X5 488698
rcsulting in ono VC KIA, two 4K-47 riflos, onc NVA rodio and sovon documents
coptured. Elcements were furthor crodited with one VO KBA ot YT 538105 ond six
VC KBA ot YT 400051,

(9) On 16 May 69, B/3/17 nooownted for ono VC KBA at X8 659735; two VC
KBA ot WS 967457; and two VC KBA ot XS 008423, €/3/17 olcmonts mndo cnemy cone
taot resulting in 14 VC KBA at YT 392045,

(10) On 17 May 69, A/3/17 coro riflcs wero orodited with one VC KIA at
XT 893252. In further notivity, clements engrged a bunker complex igniting
onc secondary explosian ot XT 891250. B/3/17 clements ncoounted for ono VC
KBA at X8 678646 and two VC KBA at XS 677646,

(11) On 18 May 69, A/3/17 elercnts ongnged soveral onemy resulting in
eight VC KBAi at YT 283026, B/3/17 was orédited with three VC KBA at XS 576565
and an cdditionnl two VC KBA at XS 703586, C/3/17 olements accountod for two
KBA ot YT 531098,

(11) On 19 May 69, A/3/17 wns relensed dircet support HITAC and placed
dircot support CMAC and the RTAVF. Alpha Troop detained three persommel at
X8 943835 and approhonded an ndditionnl detcince at XS 952830, 3/3/17 elements
wero crcdited with one VC KBA at X8 670660, three VC KW. at XS5 670662 end two
VC KBL nt XS 622684,

(13) On 20 May 69, A/3/17 aexo riflos detcined ono oligible male nt
XT 809083 and five additional dotainecs ot YS 059802, B/3/17 cloments hod
scveral onenmy controts throughout the doy with tho following significant remultes
Onc VC KBA at X8 482471, onc KBA at X8 170458, two dotainces ot X8 120460,
two VC KBL ot X8 202470, five VC KBA at X8 222472, two VC KBA at X8 683540
and two VC KBA ot X8 730513,

(14) On 21 Moy 69, B/3/17 hed scattored oontacto with the enemy resulting
in cno VC KBA at X8 660569, one VC KB. at X8 552759 and two VC KBA at X8 527682,

(15) On 22 May 69, 4/3/1T wrs placed diroot support BHTAC ~nd remained
diroot support to CMAC and RTAVF. A Troop noro riflos pidked up cne detainoe
at Y5 000812, two dotnineces ot X8 974892 and a fourth detninoe at X8 981884,
Tlements wero also oredited with ono VC KBA at X8 002483, C/3/17 was roloased
Ciroot support BHTAC and placéd diroot support 2nd Bde, 25th Inf Div, and
)St;nioz ;dﬂaor, 18th ARVN Dive Elenonte woro credited with onc VC KBA ot

496137,

5
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SUBJECTs Oporationnl Report-lossons Learned of 3d Squadran, 17th Air
Cewvnlry for Period Buding 31 July 1969. RCS CEFOR-65 (R1)
(UICYAAMAA )

(16) On 24 My 69, 4/3/17 engnged one VC resulting in o KBA at XS 585934,
B/3/17 hunter<killer terrs engaged nnd destroyed 36 rockets at XS 198417,
Elcments were olso croditod with ono KBA at XS 659732 and one KB. ot XS 555265,

(17) On 26 May 69, B/}/17 nade contnot with the eneny on threce occasions.
The first at XS 684762 resulting in one VC KBA, an additionnl KBA at XS 720571
and the hecviest contaot at WS 916594 resulting in 14 VC KBA,

(18) On 27 Moy 69, A/3/17 wns roleased dircct support BHTAC and remnined
dircct support QMAC and RTAVF, Elcments cngeged several VC resulting in cight
VC KBA. B/3/17 mcde oontrot with the cnemy in scattored engngementr with the
follewing rosultss Ono VC KBA ot X5 360815, onc VC KBA at XS 473679, threce
VC KB.L ot XS 455677 and threo VC KBA at XS 705765, C/3/17 wos credited with
onc VC KBA at XT 595305 cnd one possible KBA at XS 473992.

(19) On 28 May 69, C/3/17 hunter-killer teams ongrged persomncl in o
suspcoted bose camp resulting in five VC KBA at XT 566281 ond were credited
with onc VC KBA at XT 510000,

(20) On 29 May 69, B/3/17 ongnged the cnemy on severnl occasions with
the following resultss Two VC KBA at XT 675645, two VC KBA at XS 602726 and
onc VC KB4 at XS 714637,

{21) On 1 Jun 69, A/3/17 wos credited with three VC KBA at XS 584916,
B/3/17 elenents engeged two VC in uniforms resulting in two VC KBL ot XS 537589
At WS 860468, o B Troop IOB cngnged four VC resulting in fouwr VC KBA. Elements
wore clso crodited with four KBA at X8 595773 and ome KBA at XS 612681. C/3/17
acre rifles verc credited with 10 VC KIA at XT 614253,

(22) o©n 3 Jun 69, A/3/17 clerents engnged two porsomnel at XT 816095
resulting in two NVA KBA, B/3/17 olenents werc credited with three VC KBA
ot XS 795704, C/3/17 hunter-killer teans cngaged cn onemy clemont at YT 148232
rosulting in five VC KBi, One KBA wes also recorded at XT 546165,

(23) On 4 Jun 69, C/3/17 engoged o VC bese camp in the vieinity of
YT 082398 rosulting in cight VO KBh.

(24) On 5 Jun 69, C/3/17 wos rolensed direct support 2/25 Inf Div and
ploced direcet support 1st Inf Dive Elcoments remined dircct sunport BHTAC,

(25) On 6 Jun 69, B/3/17 redo contaoct on scvernl ocoasiomns with the
enony with the following significont resultss Four VC KBA ot X8 648738, one
VC KBL at XS 653742 and on additionnl four VO KBA at X8 607529.

(26) On 7 Jun 69, C/5/17 was roloasod dircet support 1st Inf Div ond
placed direct support Task Force Doyle in the Xunn loo aron. Elements clso

rorrdned dircet support te BHTAC. Huntorwkiller tenms ongngod cn estimnted
15 VC reoulting in eight VC KBA snd one comrrnd bunker destroyod ot Y8 341976,

6
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SUBJECTs Oporationnl Report-Lessons Loaraed of 3d Squadron, 17th Air
Cavalry for Period Ending 31 July 1759. RCS CSFGR-65 (K1)
( UIC~WAiAMAA)

(27) On 10 Jun 69, B/3/17 cngrged sovornl VC in the vioinity of X§ 614703
. rceosulting in four VC KBA,

(28) On 14 Jun 69, 4/3/17 ws plcced direct support to BUTAC ond reminod
dircot support CMAC ~rd RTAVF. C/3/17 was rclocsed dircct support BHTLC.

(29) On 15 Jun 69, B/3/17 accounted for five VC KBA in the vieinity of
XS 735650. C/3/17 wos roleascd dircot support 18th ARVN Div and placed dircot
support 1st Bdo, 25th Inf Div,.

(30) On 18 Jun 69, B/3/17 night hunter tean cngoged o sanmpan at XS 305430
rosulting in o secondary cxplosione Hunter-killer tcoms engaged four VC in
the vicinity of XS 367938 resulting in two VC KBA and cne VC WIA, A subsequent
nerc riflo insertion resulted in the WIA and three AK-47 rifles being captured.
C/3/17 elements were credited with six VC KBA at XT 052658,

(31) On 19 Jun 69, C/3/17 firefly toan supported defonse of FSB Woshing ton
- under ground nttack, rosulting in five VC KBA at XT 143570. Elcments cngoged
a VC clcront at XT 302407 rosulting in an cdditiemnl five VC KBA, 4 C/3/17
Cobra received fire fron tho aren of XT 243504 which was subsequently cngrged
resulting in eight VC KBA, onc mortar possible dostroyed end two cutermatio
weapens destroyed. At XT 163401, a Charlie Troop light fire tcam supported
ARVY Marines in contact resulting in 30 VC KBA, onc mochine gun destroyed.

(32) On 21 Jun 69, C/3/17 was rcleased direct support 1/25 Inf Div and
placed dircot support 199th Lt Inf Bdo and 18th ARVN Div,

(33) ‘On 23 Jun 69, A/3/17 nero rifios dotaincd fowr oligible mles at
XS 936835, B/3/17 cstnblished contnot with the cnemy in o suspected recr
servico area at X8 660530 resulting in three VC KIA by the rero rifles and
14 VC KB4 by the hunterskiller teams.

(34) On 25 Jun 69, B/3/17 hunter-killer toan cngrged tho onery in the
vioinity of X8 660525 resulting in two VC KBA, An additionnl KBA was reoorxded
nt X8 656527, Eloments worc oredited with ono KBA at X8 658526, C/3/17 ele~
tents were orodited with throo VC KBA and four possible KBA at YT 538239.

(35) On 26 Jun 69, A/3/17 hunter-killer teams ongnged two NVA vicinity
of X8 982623 rosulting in two NVA KBA, B/3/17 cloments engnged tho emncmy at
X8 451841 resulting in threo KBA, A further engagemont at X5 451841 rosul ted
;2 GBthg?l;Zvc KBA and four AK-47's coptured, Elcrents clso hed two VC KBA ot

[ ]

(36) On 29 Ju 69, B/3/17 made several enemy contaots with the folloving

rosultst Two VC KBA at XS 7356073 two VC EBA at XS 7236683 two VC KBA ot
X8 619799 and five VC KBA at X8 724605,

1
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(37) on 2 Jul 69, B/3/17 hunter<killer tecms cngogod five VC resulting
in two VC KBA at XS 868765. A Bravo Troop IOH cngeged onc VC resulting in &
KBA at X8 8677684 1In a further conteot, cloments were credited with throo
VC KDA at XS 645726, A finml ongogeront resulted in one KBA at XS 865765.

(38) On 3 Jul 69, B/3/17 clements nnde sovercl enemy contacts with the
folloving significant results: Two VC KBA at XS 7166373 two VC KBA at XS 633802;
one VC KB. at XS 633807; three VC KBA at XS 6407263 five VC KBA at XS 671590
and twe VC KBA at XS 640826, C/3/17 ongrged o smnll encoy forco in the vieinity
of YS 384850 resulting in one VC KBA and two possiblo KBA, D/3/17 elements
found 16 Chicom grcnades during o sweep operntion at YT 133265,

(39) oOn 5 Jul 69, 4/3/17 hunter=killer tecms cngaged o hut with bunkers
resulting in two 25 pound bngs of rioe, two 55 gollon drums destroyed and one
VC KBL ot YS 062793, Elcments clso detcined four persomnol ot XS 978815,
B/3/17 clements ongnged an cstimted platoon in the open at X8 411875 resulting
in 11 VC XBA, A further cngrgement resulted in one VC KBA and one VC POW at
XS 411875. 0/3/17 provided onc hunter-killer tcam in support of Navy clcments
in the Rung Sat Spocial Zone,

(40) On 7 Jul 69, A/3/17 wea relensed dircct support BATAC and remined
direct support CMAC and RTAVF. C/3/17 wns released direot support 199th Lt
Inf Bde ond 18th ARVN Div and placed dircot support BHTAC.

(41) On 8 Jul 69, B/3/17 cstablished severnl encry contaots with the
folleving significant recddts: One VC KBA at XS 4684623 two VC KBA at XS 633523
ono VC KB4, one NVA radio, one hut destroyed with secondary explosion at
XS 460462, Onc edditionnl KBh at XS 620710,

(42) On 9 Jul 69, 4/3/17 was placed direct support BHTAC and remrined
direct support QMAC and RTAVF, C/3/17 wns ZFeleased direct support BHTAC and
Placed direct support 1st Bde, 25th Inf Div,.

(43) On 13 Jul 69, B/3/17 establishcd scattered encmy contacts with the
following resultss One VC KBA at XS 811698; one KBA at XS 657686; three KBA
at X8 6636833 one KBA at XS 6576865 two KBA at XS 811698; one KBA and cne POW
at XS 726694,

(44) On 14 Jul 69, B/3/17 bogen a throo day reintenance standdown. BEravo
Troop displaced from Dong Tam to DiAn during the period 14 Jul to 16 Jul 69.
A/3/17 and C/3/17 provided onc team oach to 3/9 Div during this period.

(45) On 17 Jul 69, B/3/17 rosumod direct support 3/9 Dive Elements one
gaged five VC at XS 745637 resulting in five VC KBh.

(46) On 19 Jul 69, A/3/17 huter-lillor toams engagod several targets

in the vieinity of X8 564903 rosulting in ono hut, ono bunker destroyed and
four pogaible VC KRA,
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(47) On 22 3w 69, C/3/17 LOH reocived fire at XT 185278, Eicnments
engaged the area resulting in three VC KBA,

(48) On 24 Jul 69, C/3/17 was roleased direct support 1/25 Div and placed
direct support 0G, 199th Lt Inf Bdo,

(49) On 25 Jul 69, B/3/17 elements cngaged two VC cvading at X6 638658
resulting in twe VC KBA. A nigcht hunter toom made anemy contact at XS 459685
resulting in six VC KBA,

(50) On 27 Jul 69, C/3/17 made cnemy contact in the vieinity of YT 550200
resulting in seven KBA.

(51) On 28 Jul 69, B/3/17 elencnts engagod an unknown number of VC at
XS5 594717 resulting in eight VC KBA, '

(52) On 28 Jul 69, A, B, and C/3/17 were released of all corritments
and placed OPCON to CMAC for recomnaissance and security missions in support
of President Nixons! visit to Saigon and Diin,

(53) On 30 Jul 69, A/3/17 returned direot support CMAC and RTAVF, and
B/3/17 roturned direct support 3/9 Inf Div, C/3/17 was placed dircct support
BHTAC,

(54) On 31 Jul 69, A/3/17 wes placed direct support BHTAC and remained
direot support CMAC and RTAVF. C/3/17 was released direct support BHTAC and
placed direct support C&, 199th Lt Inf Bde,

be SWPARY: While flying 18,968 sorties, thc squadron lifted 15,302
troops, 66 tons of cargo, and was credited with 604 onery KIA, 343 struotures
dostroyed, and 130 sanpans destroyed (Sec Inclosure 7)s During the quarter,
the squadron was engaged in nunerous small sonle operations but visual ree-
connaissance renaing the primery mission.

5. (U) TRAINING: Duri-g this reporting poricd, the squadron hod mnximum
pexrtioipation in oll allocated school courses. All new ine.country replacements
received training at the 1st Infontry Division Replacemont Training Conter,
located ot DiAn,

2e¢ All trcining within the squadron was oonducted with no loss in the
operational stoatus of the unit.

be Training doys -~ 0
Teetical moves = 1
Opcrationnl days = 92

9
CONFIDENTIAL




AVGC-B
SUBJECT

6e

' Ge

(c)

CONFIDENTIAL
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School quotas fillod by squadron during the periods

OH6A Airframe

T-63 Engine
T-53=1~13 Engine
Escape and Evasion

Adrcraft Armoment Subsystens - Enlisted

UH1H Airfrome

AH1G Adrfrono

In-Country Replecemsnt Troining
AH1G Transition

OH6A Tromsition

Instrustor Pllot ~ CHAA
Instruotor Pilot - AH1G
Instructor Pilot - UMK

10GISTICS:
AMMUNITION TYPE

Ctge 7+62mm 4 Ball 1 Tracer M-60
Ctze 7¢62mn Miniegun
Ctge Cal +45 Brll

C‘h’;. 50 Cal Inc

Ctze 40mm Illun WS Parn
Ctge 40m HE Cobra

Cw. 81m Mbrm, Nlun
Ctg+. 81rm Mortoxr Srk, WP
Ctze 81mm Mortar HE

Ctge 106mm IR HEP-T
Fuze, Gren, Hand, Offensive
Gren, lond, Frog M-33
Gren, Hnnd, Frag, M26A1
Gren, Hond, Inceniiary
Gren, Hand, Offonsive
Gren, Hl'md, &ic, HC
Gren, Hand, Sdkc, WP
Gren, Hand, Srk, Yellow
Gren, Hand, Srk, Green
Gren, Hand, Srk, Red
Gron, Hand, Smk, Violet
Gren, Hond, Sck, CS

Ret 2475IN Flechotte

Rkt 2.75IN Heat

Ret 2475IN 17 1b VT
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ROUNDS FXPENDED

36,731
172,032
996,185

‘350
2,900
55
.291
53,019
117
‘227
1,130
18
823
139
517
140
948

2,151
756
490
517
744
159
240
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Covnlry for Period Ending 31 July 1969. RCS CS8FOR~65 (R1)

(UTCWAAM:A )

Bkt 2,75IN 10 1b VT 224
Rkt 2,75IN 10 1b HE 21,013
Rct 2,75IN 17 1b HB 34326
Rict 2.75IN Motor a4
Mino, Anti.Porsonnecl, Cl 0 12
Sign~l, I1lun, Ground WS 30
Flarc, I1lun A/C 17
Chnrge, Dono, BIK; C-d % 1bs
Charge, Dono, BIK, INT 1 & 4 1b 353 ft
c&p, Blﬂsting’ Nm [ mcot‘io 353
Fuze, Blnsting Time 10 £t

bs AIRCRAFT STATUS: Squndron airoraft status ot the end of the ro=-
vorting period was as followss

Adroraft Authorised On Homd
UH-1H 29 24
AH=1G 27 26
OH-GL 30 2T

(See Inclosuro 8)
7. (U) SAFETYs

as During the reporting period there were oix cccidents involving
squadron circrafte A bricef cccount of theso accidents followss

(1) B Troop, AH~1G, 1 May 1969s Airoraft hod just token off and wns
on climb out, Witncss said cirornft began o rapid decent, appoared to level
out at troe top and then ornshed into trees and caught fire. The cause was
determinod to be pilot error,

(2) B Troop, AH~1G, 1 Moy 1969: Adrcraft in cruiso flight yawed left,
engine taoh dropped to zeros, Entered nutorotation amd was unable to jettisan
externnl stoross Autcrotation unsuccossful, landed hard ond rolled on left
sides Failurc of atomizer. The primary causé of the aceident was pllot exrror
with & contributing cause of otomlgor failuro.

(3) C Troop, OH-6L, 12 May 1969s Ab approximtely 75 feet omd 50 knots,
P swrged causing rotor overspeed, tho pilot pulled in power to counter the
ovorspecd. Airoraft then lost power nmd pilot was forced to lomd in o thinly
wooded arens One min rotor blode, tnil rotor assembly, tAil rotor drive
shaft, tail boom and mnin rotor head damrgod beyond ropaire The couse of the
cocident wos high side governor foilure,
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(4) C Troop, OH~6A, 16 Mny 1969t Aircraft wos on a low lovel VRe RPM
bloa off and pilot tried to regoin his RPM. RIPM oontinued to bleed off and
airoreft settled into the trecs causing STRIKE drmnge. Tho onuse was deter-
mined ag & low side governor failurc,

(5) A Troop, A1-1G, 9 Jwne 19693 Adrcraft wns ot about 150 feet ap-
proaching Bearcat for fucl. Aircraft woao seen to mpke o olimbing left turn
and appeared to enter autorotation. Airoraft settled into 40 foot rubber trees,
tail first. Adircrnft was evncunted to Cu Chi. The couse was pilot crror due
to fuol exhnustion.

(6) C Troop, OB~6A, 13 Junc 1969s Airorcft was flying straight ond
level when it started to receive fire. Pilot made o descending § turn in
at attempt to fly low level, Airoraft did not rccover at level flight, hit
tho trees and crashed, Pilot was dead whon rescue persomnol arrived., The
cauce of tho rceident is olangsificd as unknown.

b. SALFETY RECORD (MAY, JUNE, JULY)

m TOTAL HOURS ACCIDENTS RATE
HAT 977 c 0040
A 6107 1 16.8
B 6126 2 32.5
c 6108 3 491
3/17 ACS 19318 6 31,0

o, SBLURY: The squndron completed FY 69 with an accident rate of
4641 per 100,000 flying hours. This is o grent reduction from the rate of
5243 for the first helf of FY 69, This is due, largely, to cormand cmphosis
within the squodron.

8. (U) CIVIC ACTION:

a. The squodron continues to emphasige civio action projects. Main
efforts are oonoentrated in aid to Bethany Orphannge located in Ho Nal, Bien
Hoa Province. Betheny is the home of some 125 parentless children and foces
o constant struggle to obtain food, olothing, ond adoquote shelters for housing
and schooling. The squndron continues to help the orphannge along these lines.

b, The aqundron has donated approximately 195,290 VN§ to o building
fund cdministered by the 12th Combat Aviation Group Chaplaine This money is
bein: used to help pay for a new stone and brick olassroom bullding at the
orphanages. This renloces an antiquated wood structure now being useds These |
donntions come through oontributions on poyday and through the Chapel offeringse
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ce Appraxirmtely 8000 pounds of food, 80 pounds of clothing, and 15
pounds of health itenms have becn taken to the orphancge in eddition to 100
health kits and 100 school kits,

d. One hundrod ohildron from the orphannge werc hrought to 3/17
Headquarters in Din for o doy of entertninment. Each child was provided o
goldier for the day. The children were fed, given toys, cnd tokan to o core
nivel of games sponsored by Hendquurters, 4 cnd C Troops. Ench ohild was also
presented a picture of hinsolf/horself piloting a static helioopter.s The day
erded with a program of nntive songs and donoes by the children.

o« Plans for the future includos

(1) Building 90 desks and benches for the new classrooms.

(2) Acquisition of o pump for usec ot the newly-drilled welle

(3) Continued financiol aid for the new building.

(4) Continued food and mterial aasistance.

(5) Another visit to Diin by the children.

13
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SUBJECT: Operational Reportelessons Learned of 3d Squedron, 17th fdr
Cavelry for Period Ending 31 July 1969. RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)
(UICWAAMLL)

SECTION 2
Lessons Learned
Cormender!s observations, evnluctions, reconmendations, cnd cormnnd aotions.

1. (U) FPERSONNEL:

o+ ODSERV.TION: There has becn a shortnge of critical persomnol during
the periods of inoreascd rotation. Constont monitoring must be made of per-
sonnel rotations to preclude losses in excess of nocepted strndarda.

EVALUATION: During o unit!s first vear in country it is imperative
that o carefully plommed infusion progronm be instituted to evenly distribute
personnel losscs. However, peck rototionnl periods will continue to appenr
during the sccond year in country as o rosult of these infusion prozrons.

The following program was ingtituted by this squedron in its sccond year in
country to cqurlly distribute its losses. As new persomel arrive in the
squedron, o review is mnde of each troops! strength by MOS. Projected peck
periods of rotntion in this MOS ~nd closely rclated 110S's are checked. A4After
those two frctors arc considered, the new individual will bo nssigned to the
troop which has o rotational peak month in this particular MOS., Sirmltancously
an individunl from tho scme troop witlh o like MOS and with a DEROS in the peok
ronth is re-assigned to cnother troop. This process is very dcsirble in that
it crertes a miniium of personnel turbulence since only one man is disploced.
After only a fow nonths of application, each troop should recch a point of
equilibriun in perscniel logses.

RECOM{™ ATIONs fLctive programs as described above should be carried
out to level rotationnl penks within wnits rather thon relying entircly on
infusions to corrcot peak logses.

COMAID ACTION: The above dcceribed progranm has been initiated by this
squadron,

be OBSERVATIONs There is o shortoge of oconmunications persomnel withe
in the squadron.

EVALUATIONs Each troop oorrmmications scotion is vital to the success
of the treticnl mission in tho' it must bo capable of perforning o dunl role
of ocrmond and control for cach troop ond providing the squadron with timely
cnd accurnte intelligenoce Each oir covnlry troop is presently cuthorized
six corrmmications persommel. The squodron is presently operating ot 75% of
its authorized commmmiocations persomnel,

RECOMMENDATIONs That cnphasis be plaoed on this shortege tirough core
rend channels in an atterpt to supply units with their authorized cormnica-
tions persomnels It is further recormended thnt units assigned intelligonce
gothering nissions receive priority in the cssignment of cormmumications
personnel o

1%
CONFIDENTIAI.




CONFIDENTIAL
AVGC-B

SUBJECT: Opcrationtl Report-Lessons leorned of 3d Squadran, 17th Air
Covrlry for Period Ending 31 July 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (Rt)
(mcaaama)

COMMAND ACTICH: The squudron S1 ond communications officer hnve mnde
oontinuous efforts through corrrnd ohannels to obtain commmications persomel
viiich the squrdron is authorized,

al (C) OPERATIQNS:

OBSERVATION: During the poriod of time covered by this ORLL, it
wos observed by the soout pilots that on overall change of enemy anti-ciromft
tactios arc being employed in oortain creas of operntione While operating
in the vicinity of the Vam Co Dong River from XS 4799 to XT 4308, it wes no-
ticed that a much higher percentange of niroraft hits were sustained in pro-
portion to the number of contnets made. Battle dornge was characterized by
miltiple hits tcken, often five to fifteon hits, os opposed to a usunlly much
lower numbor avercged during previous operations in the snme aren. It wes
noticed that enery fire was tokon at much closer ronge than previously cxperi-
enced, oxd that usunlly twe or three cutomrmtic weapons wero cmployed from the
some area rather than from dispersed positionse. Sporatic fires from dispersed
positions hod becn the previous aneny tactic. The nost noticable chornoter-
istic of the now circraft engagement methods is that the concentrated fire is
delivered from the loft front of the aireraft and from o point almost dircotly
below the sireraft when a crew chief/gwmer is utilized in the right rear sect.

CVALUATION: Duc to the consistent-level of battle damge sustained ns
o result of the new nethods of cngrgement, it is assumed the enemy has been
better troined in onti-aireraft tectice. Because of the frequency of oontrots
mde during reconnaissance missions, it is bolieved that the enemy has been
encourcged to cngoge aircraft pore nggressively than in the past.

RECOMMENDATION: It is recommended that evasive tootics and contact
nethods s cmployed by hunter=killer tecmg be emphosized and thot pilots be
informed of the new methods of engagement.

COMMAND ACTION: Hunter-Killer taotics were immediately reviewed by the
scout pilots as a result of tho changing nature of enemy contact methods.
Higher airspeed during low-level reconnnissance wns initinted as well as more
defensive manuvering in the aree of operation,

3. (U) TRAINING: None
4 (U) INTELLIGENCE: Nonme
5 (U) LOGISTICS AND MAINTENANCES
o« OBSERVATION: It hos been obsorved that tho armanent control p:mel

lizhts in the gqunners cockpit of the AH-1G ore too bright for night flying
vhen the instrunent lights are adjusted to a satisfoctory level of intensity.
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EVALUATIONs Since the AI-1G is frequently used for night nissions,
maximun night vision for the qunner is absolutely nocossary. The presont
single~-rheostat system in the gunner's codipit is used for oontrolling the
intensity ef both the flight instruments and the armnent cantrol penel
lighting systems, Whon the flight instrument lights are ndjusted to the
proper levol of intensity, nrmanent oontrol penel lights nre too brisht.
Conversely, whon the arronent control penel lights arc dinmed to an cooepte’
oble level, the intensity of the flight instrument lights is not sufficeint.

REC(MMENDATIONs Thot o separate rheostat for the flight instrunents
and the arviznt control penel be installed in the AH-1G. This would allow .
cooh systen to be separately regulated to o satisfactory intensity of ‘bz_‘ightneas.

COMMAID ACTION: An EIR hns boon submitted for this moddification.

b, OBSERVATION: Due to the lack of o UHF Redio Control Head in the
front seat of the AH-1G, the pilot/gunner of an AH-1G comnot chonge the fre-
quencies on the UHF redio.

EVLALUATION:s In an emcrgenoy situntion, a radio is of utmost importance,
If tho circraft cormander were to be incapaoitrted, the pilot would have to
toke control of the airorafts As o nindimum, he should have the capability of .
changing to the UHF guard rodio frequency, so that an emargency could be declared.

RECOMMI™FUATION: That o remote control head for the UHF radio be factory
instclled in tiho front seat of the AH=1G to enable the pilot/zumner to ohange
the frequency of the THF rodio.

COMMAIND ACTION: All taotical radios in the AH-1G are kept on troop
Tequencies whanever possible so the pilot/gumer can always reach a statian
on cither FM or UHF in i1 cmorgencye An EIR has been submitted through chan-

nels to have n remote control head installed in the gsumners codkpite

ce OBSERVATIONs These is o shortage of barrier filters for the OH-6A
aircroft.

LVLLUATION: This shortage in the supply of boxrier filters subtracts
fron the zafoty norgin of the aircraft and reduces its combat offectiveness.
The filters are in oritical dermnd as they wear out much sooner when uscd in
the OH-GA during = normal scout mission. This is duc to the dust and FOD
accwrnloted during low level flighte, 4As the filters bocome worn ond nocCumie
lote dirt, thero is o recduction in air intake, It is believed that this is
a contributing cause of recent fuel control problems in the OB~6A,

RUCOMMENDATION: That an offort be mnde to increase the supply of barrier
filters to units which continunlly use the OH~6A for low level flight. A eat-’
isfaotory supply would bo to have two barrier filters for esch CH~6A. This
would cllow the OH=6A oréw chief to rotate the filters each duy anmd properly
clean tho one not in use,
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COMmaMD ACTION: All offorts have been node by squedron maintemnce
through supply olinnnels to obtein additionnl barrier filters.

d. OBSERVATION: The present attitudo indicator in the OH~6. eircraft
is not adoquatc to withstond the stresses of continuous visurl reconnai ssance
oporations required of *his type unit.

EV.LUATIONs The struotural limitations of the present OH-6A attitude
ire sotor cpparently cannot withstand the continuous unusunl nttitudes, ropid
movu.aonts, and "G" forces exerted on tho aireraft during norml visunl ICe
connaisgonoe rmissions. These oonditions result in excessive preoession of
the gyro, instability of tho gyro pocharism, ond o faulty attitude indication.
Incorrcot attitudo indicntion is a flight snfety hazard which beconcs oxtromely
oritionl during night flight and inndvertont IFR conditions.

ROCHMPNIATIONs Thot the prosant attitude indientor in the OH-6A be
modified or replaced by onc which is structurally copable of withstonding the
stresses of contimuous visunl rcoomnissonce missionge

COMMAND ACTIDN: An EIR has been submitted by this squndron.

/’..-“‘/}“ v 'é
%&-fﬂ AV/T P4
ARIET

6, (U) ORGANIZATION: None

8 INCLOSURES ROBERT A,
' : ITC, LArmor
1. Unit Orzanization Comanding

2, Unit Locations
3. Uit Strengths
4. ALwards & Decorntions Incls 1 - 6 wd HQ, DA
5« Friondly Losses
6. Operaticns Mnp
7. Opcrationnl Resul ts
8. Aircraft Stotus

DISTRIBUTION:

10 » Cormanding Officer, 12th CAG

2 -~ CINCUSARPAC ‘

3 = Cormanding General, USARV

5 = Commanding Officor, 1st Avn Bde
15 - 83 3/17 Cav
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AVBACA-SC (31 Jul 69) 1st Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned of 3d Squadron, 17th Adir
Cavalry for Period Ending 31 July 1969. BRCS CSFOR-65 (R1)

(UIC-WAAMAA)
DA, HBADQUAKTERS, 12TH AVIATION GHOUP (COMBAT), APO 96266 24 August 1969
T0: Commanding General, I1 Field Force Vietnam, APO 96266

In accordance with USARV Heg 525-15, the Operational Report -~ Lessors
Learned of the 3/17th Air Cavalry Squadron, for the period ending

31 July 1969, is forwarded.
B AL

GORDON M, HWNT
Major, Infantry
A jutant

FOR THE COMMANDAR:
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AVFBC-EB-E (3 Sep 69) 2nd Ind
SUBJEOT: Operational Report-lessons Learned of 34 Squadrom, 17th Air Cavalry
for Period Bnding 31 July 1969. RC3 CSPOR-65 (ns (UIC-WAAMAA)
DA, HQ 1I FPORCEV, APO San Prancisco 96266 @ SEP 1969
THRU; Commanding General, 1st Aviation Brigade, ATTN: AVBA-C, AFO 96307
Commanding General, US Army Vietnam, ATTN: AVHGC(DST), APO 96375
Commander-In-Chief, US Army Pecifis, ATTN: GPOP-DT, APO 96558

T0: Assistant Chief of 8taff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, ¥Washington, D.C. 20310

This headguarters has reviewsd and oonocurs with the Operational Report -
Lessons Learned of the 3d Squadron, 17th Air Cavalry for the period ending
31 July 1969.

FOR THE COMMANDER3
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AVBAGC-0 (31 Jul 69) 3d Ind

SUBJECTs Operational Report - Lessons Learned of 3d Squadron, 17th Air
Cavalry for Period Ending 31 July 1969, RCS CSFOR=65 (R1)
(UIC-WAAMAA )

DA, HEADQUARTERS, 1ST AVIATION BRIGADE, APO 96384 ﬁ.ggpmg

THRUs Comranding General, United Stetes Army Vietnam, ATTNs AVHGC-DST,
APO 96375
“omrender-in-Chief, United States Army Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-OT,
APQ 96558

T0s Asgistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D.C. 20310

1. This headquarters has reviewed subject report and concurs with the
contents as indorsed.

2+ The following additional comments are considered pertinents

a. Section I, paragraph Ta, page 11 and 12, submits brief discussions
of unit aircraft accidents. Records kept by this headquerters indicate
that the unit experienced 7 accidents during the reported period. The
omitted accident occurred on 7 Jun 69. An OH-6A crashed and was destroyed
when the observer drojped an armed white phosphorous grenade inside the
aircraft. “he 3d Squadron, i7th Air Cavalry recognizes the omission of
this accident from this report.

be Section I, paragraph 7b, page 12, adiresses the szfety record for
May, June and July., Accident statistics in parcgraph Tb should be changed
as follows to incorporate the accident stated in paragraph 2a abovel

UNIT ACCIDENTS RATE
B 3 49.0
3/17 ACS 3643

ce Section I, paragraph 7c¢, page 12, summarizes the accident rate foxr
the 3d Squadron, 17th Air Cavalry for FY 69.

(1) The accidemt rate for the 3/17 ACS for FY 69 adjusted to include
the accident stated in paragraph 2a above is 43.8 per 100,000 flying hours,

(2) The 34 Squadron, 17th Air Cavalry has been informed of the revised
rates,




SR P

AVBAGC=0 (31 Jul 69) 3d Ind
SUBJECTs Operational Report - sagfmlgﬁ&med of 3d Squadron, 17th Air

Cavalry for Period Ending 31 July 1969. RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)
(UIC-WAAMAA )

d. Section II, paragraph 1b, page 14, adiresses personnel shortages.
¥o valid evalupiion can be made regarding the shortage of communications
persomel since the frame of reference is too vague to facilitate any judge-
ment. This unit has been advised to submit s.ecific MOS's for evaluation
and possible corrective action by this headguarters.

FOR THE COMMANDER$

CF
3/17th ACS




AVHGC-DST (31 July 1969) 4th lnd

SUBJuCT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned of 3d Squadron, 17th Air
Cavalry for Period Ending 31 July 1969, KCS CSFUk-65 (K1)
(ULC-WAAMAA)

HEADQUARTERS, UNLTED STATeS ARMY, VISTNAM, APO San Francisco 96375 2 2 SE. 1969

TO: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATIN: GFOP-LT,
APO 96558

1. This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons iearned
far the quarterly period ending 31 July 1969 from Headquarters, 3d
Squadron, 17th Air Cavalry,

2. Reference item concerning "There has been a shortage of critical person-
nel during the periods of increased rotation," section 1I, page 14, para-
gr ... 1a; concur, Infusion programs accomplished by using personnel from
the replacement stream is a valid solution in resolving a rotational hump.
Such a system is used by this heaaguarters in accordance with the USBARV
Controlled Infusion Program,

FOR THe COMMANDER:

C. D WILSON

LT, AGC
— Assistant Adjutant General
3d/17th Air Cav
1st Avn Bde

22




GPOP-DT (31 Jul 69) 5th Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, 3d Squadron, 17th Air

Cavalry for Period Ending 31 July 1969, RCS
CSFOR-65 (R1)

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 295rp g9

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development,
Department of the Army, Washington, D. C. 20310

This headquarters concurs in subject report as indorsed.

CPT, AGC
Asst AG

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

a3
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CONFIDENTIAL

HADAULRTERS
310 SQULMROLN 17T GLVALRY
QU.ITER EIDING

31 Jul 69
AIRCRATT ST.TUS, QULATEWY ORLL
SUDORDLNATE A QUL HIG
ONTT AU O/ numi o/t AW OfH
R TROOP 5 5 0 0 0 0
A  TROOP 8 T 10 9 9 8
B TROOP 8 6 10 9 9 9
C_TROOP L & 1w 9 9 9
SAIN ‘TOTAL 29 24 30 27 27 26
INCLOSURE 6 o

CONFIDENTIAL
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